Background and ObjectivesZZOne of the common complications after parotidectomy is a decrease in skin sensation around the parotid gland. This is known to be associated with damage to the great auricular nerve (GAN). The purpose of this study was to investigate the pattern of tactile sensory recovery after parotidectomy and the difference in sensory recovery according to the preservation or sacrifice of the GAN. Subjects and MethodZZFifty-two patients who underwent parotidectomy were enrolled in this study. The Touch Test Sensory Evaluator was used to measure the minimum tactile threshold value at 6 sites around the auricle before surgery and at 1 week, 1, 3, 6 and 12 months after surgery.

